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was very hysterical; she frequently lost
her eyesight during the presence of the

paroxysms.
This being the last evening of the Society’s

meetings for the Session, the President, on
leaving the chair, spoke of the tone of good
feeling which had throughout characterised
the discussions, which he also considered

 became of more interest every Session.

LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY.

QUANTITY OF BLOOD IN THE BRAIN.
Tms Society has been occupied during its

last two sittings with discussing the ques-
tion of the possibility of the brain contain-
ing more blood at one time than another,
within short periods. It was argued on one
side, that the brain and blood being incom-
pressible, and filling the entirety of the skull,
and from the physical laws governing un-
yielding walls, it was impossible that more
blood could be present at one time than
another; that a change in the relative

quantities of blood contained in the arteries
and veins, produced disordered function,
and, if long continued, disease; that one
portion of brain contaiuing more blood, the
other portions would be less supplied ; and
that if the arteries were more than usually
distended, the veins were in the same ratio
collapsed, and vice versa.

Various objections were raised to this
theory. It was contended, that post-mortem
examinations proved the contrary ; that in
many instances the vessels were found more
than usually full of blood, and the brain
presented bloody points, while in many
other cases the brain did not appear to fill
the bony cavity ; that it was pale, and ap-
parently bloodless; that, if the operation
of trepanning were performed, the portion of
brain over which the removed bone had
pressed, became undulatory, sllowing the
action of the blood in pressing it higher at
one moment than another. This was also
noticed in children, where the bones of the
head were not ossified. It was also con-
sidered that there was a vapour exhaling
from the surface of the serous membrane of
the brain, during certain states of that organ ;
and*that, under ordinary states, the vapour
was condensed into the form of liquid.
To these objections it was answered, that

the presence of this vapour was merely
imaginary ; that a brain frozen in the skull
was found to fill it entirely in every part,
with the exception of a very slight cavity
in the ventricles, every portion pressing
close together; that appearances were de-
ceptive regarding the quantity of blood in
the brain after death ; that the quantity, oj
course, dillered in various individuals ; that
in many instances where the brain appeared

, not to till the cavity of the skull, it arose

from the pressure of the atmosphere on it,
by the removed of the calvarium ; that when
the superficial vessels were tilted, tliedeeper-
seated ones were empty ; that after the

operation of trepanning, the brain was no

longer- entirely covered with boue, conse-
quently it was not subject to the same laws
as if closely shut; that, if, on auy occasion,
the braiu should not entirely fill the skull,
every movement of the head must be attended
with a violent shake of the brain, and it
would hit against the bone ; and, finally, that
in animals bled to death, the brain was found
full of blood.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRUR-
GICAL SOCIETY.

April 25th, 1837.&mdash;(Concluded.)

REMOVAL OF A LARGE NODE OF THE TIBlA,
BY MERCURY.&mdash;DEPOS.T IN THE URINE.

A LETTER on this subject, by Mr. J. G.
MALCOLMSON, of the Madras Establishment,
referred to in our last Number, was read.
The communication related to the absorp-
tion of a very large swelling of the left
tibia, while the patient was under a gentle
mercurial course, prescribed for the cure of
rheumatism and nodes which, in the author’s
opinion, had neither a venereal nor a mercu-
rial origin. The author’s observations, in
the present instance, refer principally to the
state of the urine, as noted by Dr. Bostock,
in Mr. Skey’s case of exostosis, related to
the Society at a former meeting. In Mr.
Malcolmson’s case, immediately on the
patient’s gums becoming affected by small
doses of calomel, the swelling of the tibia
began to diminish in size, and in a few days
entirely disappeared; the urine, at the same
time, becoming pale-coloured, ammoniacal,
and muddy, and depositing a large quantity
of phosphate of lime, a specimen of which
the author exhibited to the Society. As the
deposit, in this case, continued for some
time after the disappearance of the node, the
author considers the earthy matter formerly
required for its nourishment, was probably
separated by the kidneys from the blood,
and, if so, it would point out the necessity
of continuing the treatment for some time
after the apparent cure. The history of the
case shows also, (says the author,) that the
phosphate of lime is not reduced to its ele-
ments, in passing out of the body, as sup-
posed by Dr. Bostock. The author, not-
withstanding the success of the mercurial
course in this instance, does not reconiiiiend
the employment of mercury as a general
remedy, having too often found it fail, and
sometimes to cause a relapse, and, in a de-
praved constitution, prove ultimately fatal.

, In the report of last week, page 207, col. 2, line
48, for " was uot" read, was one ; line 31, for " was
last" read, was not; line 52, for " venereal read,
Don-venereal. Page 208, line 22, for &deg;&deg; brother" read,
mother. 
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